
D.R. Congo
Few Facts About the Congo

 Population: 77 million and has more 
than 250 tribes

 Geography: Is the 2nd largest country 
in Africa after Algeria and is ¼ of the 
United States.

 Capital: Kinshasa

 Economy: GDP per capita  $190/year 
and 10 billion of debts

 Health: Life expectancy is 50 for 
women and 47 for men.

 Provinces: 26



Coltan: The most important mineral in our 
modern technology

What is Coltan

 Coltan 
(Colombo-
Tantalum)

 It is also 
called 3T’s 
(Tin, 
Tantalum, 
and 

Tungeste)

UN studies have Identified these major players

U.S. Corporations

 Cabot Corporation, Boston, MA;

 OM Group, Cleveland, Ohio ; Eagle Wings Resources 
International, Ohio; ;  Trinitech International, Ohio

 AVX, Myrtle Beach, SC; Kemet Electronics 
Corporation, Greenville, SC;  

 Vishay Sprague , Malvern, PA.

Corporations from other countries

 Germany’s HC Starc and EPCOS, China’s Nignxcia,

 Belgium’s George Forrest International

After Coltan is processed and Converted to 
capacitors, it’s sold to companies:

Nokia, Motorola, Compaq, Alcatel, Dell, Hewlett-Packard, IBM, 
Lucent, Ericsson and Sony.



Modern uses of Coltan
Chemical property of 
Coltan

 High melting 
point: 5000 
0F

 Impossible 
to corrode

 Super 
conductivity
,

 Handle a 
huge 
electrical 
charge

 Easily mixed 
w/ other 
metals

Technologies where Coltan is used

 Laptop Computers

 Cellular phones

 Jet engines

 Rockets

 Cutting tools

 Camera lenses

 X-ray film

 Ink jet printers

 Hearing aids

 Pacemakers

 Airbag protection

 Ignition and motor control modules: GPS, ABS systems in 
automobiles 

 Video cameras

 Digital still cameras

 Prosthetic devices for humans: hips, plates in



When/How Rape With Extreme Violence 
(REV)

The destructive and sadistic behavior perpetrated by 
different armed groups in South Kivu classify it as 
Rape with Extreme Violence.

The REV is implemented in three ways:

 Gang rape usually by three or more men 
leading to the risk of big injuries 

 genital mutilation

 intentional transmission of sexually transmitted 
disease such as chlamydia and HIV.



Psychosocial Impact of Rape

The psychosocial impact of sexual violence will have 
long downsides in survivor’s lives if not diagnosed 

adequately and treated.

 In Uvira 91% of women claim to suffer from behavioral problems.

 The most recurring are latent fear, shame and mostly self-disgust, self-
loathing, excessive sweating, insomnia, nightmares, memory loss, aggression, 
anxiety, a sense of dread, and withdrawal into themselves.

 Women with dyspareunia, sexual disgust and libido disorders or severe 
lower abdominal pain, often struggle to find a harmonious sex life and 
sexual intercourse can become a total nightmare 



Challenge facing Congolese Society in the future

The Question of Identity.  Who are these children? To avoid being Stateless :

 Children asked their mother why other kids call me: Interahamwe, Genocidaire or 
a child serpent?

Social Integration

 Lack of infrastructural capacity to deal with the reality of the ground:  A 
Community Center.

 Rule of Law: Impunity,

 Lack of qualified personnel in Pyschology ( Dealing with an 11 years old pregnant 
etc)









Support Our Mission in South  Kivu 
Province of the D.R. Congo

Learn  What Ibutwa is doing by visiting
www.vibi-ibutwa.org

Questions.


