
new potential to help their 

families and community thrive.  

     A story from our medical 

program stands out for me. 

VIBI was able to provide sup-

port for a woman, a victim of 

rape who was about to give 

birth to twins.  Ostracized and 

A Year of Progress, Plans and Promise: The 2014 story of the 

Vermont Ibutwa Initiative is being told in villages in southeast DR Congo as women 

and girls have accessed much needed healthcare, children have been enrolled in 

school, the first VIBI sustainable livelihood project has started and women are 

gathering in community groups to plan future VIBI projects. The VIBI story is 

spreading in the U.S. as well as plans are being made for DR Congo Field Director 

Dadah Amuli to come to Vermont and Connecticut for training and planning in 

2015!  As 2014 ends, we are pleased to write to you on behalf of the Board of 

Directors, volunteers and staff of the Vermont Ibutwa Initiative, updating you on 

VIBI’s progress, plans and promise for the future, to ask for your financial support 

and to invite your involvement in this vital mission.  We bring you words of thanks 

and encouragement from the women and children in the communities in the DR 

Congo where VIBI is actively working to make a difference.   

Please consider a gift in support of this important work.   

We look forward to hearing from you and wish you many blessings in 2015! 

Laurie Gagne, VIBI Board President    Kyendamina Cleophace Mukeba, VIBI Executive Director 

An Interview with Executive Director  

Kyendamina Cleophace Mukeba 

What are VIBI’s core  

2014 accomplishments? 

“Establishing a program to 

help women and children in 

the DR Congo whose lives 

have been damaged by rape 

and violence has been a step 

by step process.   Women 

and children, our VIBI partici-

pants, are receiving needed 

medical care and important 

community support.  We 

have paid tuition for one hun-

dred and eight children of 

VIBI participants who are 

now able to go to school!  

Our new sustainable liveli-

hood pig raising project is 

established.  

    The accomplishments of 

the Vermont Ibutwa Initiative 

in 2014 can be measured in 

the details of each of our 

programs. Reports from 

women gathering in commu-

nity groups with our Field 

Coordinators in Congo are 

witness to the collaborative 

work being done to implement 

sustainable livelihood projects 

and to plan future shared en-

deavors that will improve the 

communities and lives of these 

women and children. 

   There is real satisfaction for 

me in hearing children say that 

they are happy and feel safe 

now that they are enrolled in 

school.  The parents echo the 

voices of their children telling 

us about the importance of 

school and reporting that their 

children are learning and are 

protected in the school setting.  

    Our first sustainable liveli-

hoods endeavor, the Pig Pro-

ject, has taken off.  Our field 

staff in DR Congo worked 

closely with the women in 

planning for this project and 

received important training 

before implementation.  The 

women are raising the animals 

and are excited about their 
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Mukeba Interview, cont. 

believe in what we are doing, are all very 

encouraging to me as we move forward.  

We will continue our educational mission, 

raising awareness and telling the story of 

the women and children of South Kivu.  

     VIBI is very excited to be bringing our 

Field Coordinator, Dadah Amuli to the 

United States in 2015.  Dadah will be here 

for several months participating in the New 

England Survivors of Torture and Trauma 

(NESTT) Training Program at the Universi-

ty of Vermont. NESTT is coordinated by 

Dr. Karen Fondacaro to meet the psycho-

logical, social, and physical needs of survi-

vors of torture.   Dadah’s participation will 

prepare her to implement a similar pro-

gram in the DR Congo.  Dadah will also 

receive medical training at the Global 

Health Center at the Western Connecticut 

Health Center.   Dadah’s visit to New Eng-

land will empower the work of VIBI in the 

DR Congo.  We plan to schedule several 

community events to introduce Dadah to  

VIBI supporters.   

     VIBI plans for 2015 include working 

with women in community groups to 

plan and coordinate additional sustaina-

ble livelihood endeavors.  VIBI also 

plans to further develop psycho-social 

support programs for VIBI participants,  

What are your dreams for the future 

of the Vermont Ibutwa Initiative? 

   My dream is to help more Congolese 

women and girls in significant ways.  

We hope to build a women’s center in 

South Kivu that would become a focal 

point for education, community build-

ing, collaborative sustainable livelihood 

projects and more.  In 2015, we will 

continue to empower the women, in-

volving them directly in program plan-

ning for VIBI. I am grateful for your 

support and hopeful for the future. 

Please join me in supporting  

VIBI’s mission in 2015!”       

   - Kyendamina Cleophace Mukeba 

         kyema2002@yahoo.com 

 

Vermont Law School: Associate 

Dean for Clinical and  

Experiential Programs;  

Professor of Law. 

“A lot that is unspeakable happens  

every day, in this country, in other  

countries. If you are careful, you can get 

by forgetting or overlooking it.  

Kyendamina Cléophace Mukeba placed 

what happens in the wake of terror in 

his country in my lap and said there is 

work to be done. That work involves 

helping women and children who should 

have no hope left, move forward out of 

lives that have been so senselessly  

destroyed. There really is no turning 

away.”  - Margaret Martin Barry, 

“We can’t wait for peace in the DR Congo  

to help the women and children who are suffering today.”  

        -Kyendamina Cleophace Mukeba, Executive Director 

alone, she was desperate for assistance.  

VIBI stepped in with medical care, cloth-

ing and several months of additional, 

needed support.  Following the birth of 

her twins, Dyna Sango asked that her 

words of thanks be sent by the VIBI staff 

in DR Congo to everyone involved with 

VIBI for the life saving help and for the 

healthy birth of her twins. The woman 

received a bracelet from a student at 

Saint Michael’s College who was partici-

pating in a project to raise funds for the 

work of the Vermont Ibutwa Initiative.   

She named her twins Kevin and Kevine 

after that student. Please read Ms. Sango’s 

letter is in this newsletter.  

       In 2014 we organized VIBI’s Project 

Management Team.  I am grateful for this 

group of smart, caring people who are 

committed to collaborating with our DR 

Congo staff to plan effective programs 

and to manage their implementation.   

     VIBI recently received federal 501c3 

status retroactive to our earliest work in 

2011.  The First Congregational Church 

of Burlington continues to serve as the 

steward for our funds, accepting tax de-

ductible donations on our behalf and 

providing full bookkeeping services for 

VIBI at no cost.  In 2014, VIBI was the 

recipient of the Saint Michael’s College 

Fix It With Five ($10,000) grant.  We 

were very pleased to receive a $5,000 

grant from the Mercy Peace Initiative! 

What are the plans, vision and  

challenges for VIBI moving forward?  

     We are working diligently to raise 

awareness and the financial support need-

ed to fulfill VIBI’s mission.   This is a big 

challenge and we need your help as our 

annual budget is approximately $50,000.  

In the U.S., we continue to talk with peo-

ple about life in the DR Congo and how 

to make a difference through VIBI.  I am 

grateful for those who are getting in-

volved and contributing to this important 

work!  VIBI is a new organization doing 

much with limited  resources.  It is very 

touching to me, that many who know 

little of life in the DR Congo are so sup-

portive. The growing number of individual 

donors, volunteers, and foundations who 

 
The first Vermont “Care for 

Congo” 5K Run/Walk was 

held in September.  Volunteer 

Jenny Gundy, who is also   

involved with “Well Being, 

Living Well,” coordinated this 

new collaborative effort.   

The two nonprofits are work-

ing to make a difference in  

the DR Congo. 

 



 

SMC Student Bracelet Project Makes Connections 

  We asked several volunteers and supporters why they 

are involved with VIBI, including our Board President:  

 

    “Ever since learning about Catholic Social Teaching while studying for  

my Ph.D. in Theology at the University of Notre Dame years ago, I have 

cherished its two key concepts: human dignity and human solidarity.   

    I am part of the Vermont Ibutwa Initiative because its work with 

women in Eastern Congo is inspired by these values. Human dignity--

the idea that every human being is infinitely precious, that we are all 

made in the image of God--this accounts for the outrage we at Ibutwa 

feel when we hear of the rape and torture which our clients have had 

to experience. Human solidarity--the belief that all human beings are 

connected, that we participate in a mysterious life that overcomes all 

our divisions--this is what spurs us to action on behalf of our clients.  

The women we help may be half a world away, but as we get to know 

their stories, they seem like sisters to us.  And of course, they are our 

sisters. What a joy it is to express our solidarity with these women by 
helping them create better lives for themselves.  

       Being part of Ibutwa makes me feel a little less guilty for living so 

comfortably in a hurting world.”     - Laurie Gagne 

Ally Huttick and Maria Rengucci,   

students in Laurie Gagne's 

“Approaches to Peace” class at St. 

Michael's College, started the 

"Bracelet Project" to help Vermont 

Ibutwa Initiative participants.  

    Donors bought two hand-made 

bracelets, one to keep and one to 

send, with a personal note, to one 

of Vermont Ibutwa Initiative’s par-

ticipating women in Congo. The 

response from the student body at 

SMC was very enthusiastic.  Female 

students, especially, warmed to the 

idea of wearing a bracelet as a remind-

er of the women they were helping. In 

the Congo, the women who received 

the bracelets were thrilled to receive 

tangible signs that young women half 

way across the world were taking ac-

tion on their behalf. Ally and Maria will 

be coordinating the Bracelet Project 

again this year.  Interested in learning 

more? Please contact VIBI President,  

Laurie Gagne at lgagne@smcvt.edu. 

A Letter of Thanks to the Members of VIBI in the USA: 
I would like to thank you for helping me with needed food and medical treatments when my twins were 

born.  I am grateful for the help I received from Ibutwa Field Coordinator, our “mother”, Dadah Amuli, and 

for the medical treatments that both my twins and I received during and after their birth.  I should tell you 

that in terms of my health, now I feel great. 

I would like to send my greetings to my friend Kevin (a student and VIBI supporter) from Saint Michael’s 

College in Vermont) who sent me the bracelet.  I named my twins after him - they are Kevin and Kevine. This 
means that Kevin has become both my friend and my child since I am the one who gave birth to the twins. 

Kevin is a boy and Kevine is a girl - they are VIBI’s twins. Thank you so much. I am now in good health. 

 I ask the Good Lord to continue blessing you,    

 - Dyna Sango 

Laurie Gagne, PhD., President of the Ver-

mont Ibutwa Initiative is Director of the 

Edmundite Center for Peace and Justice 

at Saint Michael’s College. Winooski 

The Vermont Ibutwa Initiative supports human dignity and encourages human solidarity. 



Saint Michael’s College stu-

dents are organizing to raise 

awareness about the negative im-

pact of sexual violence globally 

by inviting the wider community 

and local businesses to support 

the mission of the Vermont Ibut-

wa Initiative.  SMC student Kyra 

Payne is leading the project for 

Ibutwa and for the Vermont Alli-

ance Against Sexual Violence. 

VAASV is seeking to raise 

funds for Ibutwa’s work in the 

Congo by inviting Vermont busi-

nesses to collaborate with the 

Vermont Alliance Against Sexual 

Violence to transform the 14th of 

every month into “Vermont’s Day 

for the Congo”.  The 14th of Feb-

ruary, Valentine’s Day, is now 

known internationally as “V-Day” 

and has become the centerpiece 

date in a global activist movement 

to end violence against women 

and girls.  VAASV strives to con-

tinue this theme of human rights 

awareness through the year.  The 

Project Team for VAASV  is in-

viting participating business to 

donate between 10-25% of their 

day’s profit to Ibutwa or; to desig-

nate a “Congo Specific” item and 

donate between 20-30% of the 

Why I Support VIBI... 
“Teaching in the public schools of an 

official refugee resettlement city, I 

met children and their families from 

around the world, including the 

Democratic Republic of Congo.  

Watching these children grow, learn, 

and thrive and knowing what their 

lives might have been had their fami-

lies not been able to escape to 

America, gave me a lot to think 

about.  All children - all people - de-

serve the chance to go to school, to 

live in the love of their families and communities, and to have the 

chance to provide for themselves and families.  This is what the 

Vermont Ibutwa Initiative is striving to accomplish for women and 
children in the South Kivu, DR Congo towns of Uvira and  

Kamanoyla and this is why I am involved.” 

 Susan E. Saunders, VIBI Board Secretary and retired 

Burlington, Vermont Elementary School Teacher 

item’s retail value, per sold item, 

for a week during their month.   

The Ben & Jerry’s Scoop Shop, 

on Church Street in Burlington, is 

on board with an agreement to 

participate on June 14, 2015. The 

VAASV Project Team is follow-

ing up with other Vermont busi-

nesses and is hopeful that 

“Vermont’s Day for the Congo” 

will have a full calendar of events 

to promote in the near future.       

Businesses and individuals in-

terested in learning more are invit-

ed to contact Kyra Payne at: 

kpayne@mail.smcvt.edu. 

“I am grateful for your  

support and hopeful for the 

future. Please join me in 

supporting our  

mission in 2015!”       
   - Kyendamina Cleophace Mukeba 

VIBI paid tuition for 108    

children of our DR Congo 

participants. Funds raised 

paid for necessary uniforms 

as well!  Some of the stu-

dents are pictured here. 

 

Vermont’s Day for the Congo ... The 14th of Every Month? 



 Thank you for supporting the work of the  

Vermont Ibutwa Initiative! 

Please accept my donation of $_____________________ in support of  

the work of the Vermont Ibutwa Initiative (VIBI). 
 

____________ Please contact me about volunteer opportunities or about hosting an event for VIBI. 
 

Name (s):________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Email: __________________________________________________________________________  Phone:_________________________________________________________________  
 

VIBI is a 501c3 organization, donations are tax deductible as allowed by law. 

Please make your tax deductible donation payable to VIBI’s financial steward:  

First Congregational Church, Memo: VT Ibutwa Initiative, 

Please mail to:   VT Ibutwa Initiative,    c/o First Congregational Church, 

 38 South Winooski Ave., Burlington, VT 05401 

Donations can also be made online:  http://firstchurchburlington.org/get-involved/giving/ 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Your gift in support of VIBI’s work in the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo will make a difference in the lives of some of the  

most vulnerable children and women in the world. 

 $100 - will help support VIBI’s sustainable livelihood programs for women. 
 $300 - phone communication between VT and DR Congo for three months. 
 $500 - estimated basic cost of medical care for one woman or child. 
 $1,000 - estimate medical care cost for woman or child needing surgery. 

 $2,500 - monthly budget for VIBI's medical, psycho-social and sustainable livelihood mission. 

All donations are needed and appreciated ~  Thank you! 

 

The Vermont Ibutwa Initiative 

38 South Winooski Avenue 

Burlington, VT 05401 

Health & Hope for Women and Children in DR Congo 


